	Noble Band Handbook



New Hanover County Schools Administration
· Superintendent – Dr. Tim Markley
· Mrs. Dale Pelsey-Becton, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction and Accountability

· Dr. John Welmers, Assistant Superintendent of Human Resources

· Dr. Rick Holliday, Assistant Superintendent for Support Services

· Mr. Bill Hance, Assistant Superintendent of Operations

Preface
The purpose of this handbook is to provide you with information concerning the band program at Noble Middle School. In order to maintain the high standards of excellence expected in our band program, you should become familiar with the procedures set forth in this document. It is hoped that some of the questions you may have concerning your child’s band experience will be answered in this handbook. If a problem arises that is not addressed here, please feel free to contact me. It is necessary to have band policies clearly laid out in such a way that they are easily understood by everyone. When these policies are followed, our program will operate smoothly and will be a pleasant experience for all.
It is my desire that this band program provide each student with a band experience that is both musically rewarding and personally enjoyable!

Patti Knauf





Wade Smith
Director of Bands 




Principal, Noble Middle School
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Supply List
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    Flute   -  Tuning Rod

· Soft Cloth
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Clarinet
-  Swab

-  Cork Grease

-  Reed Guard that holds 4 reeds

-  4 PLAYABLE reeds (no chips,    cracks, or MOLD!)
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Saxophone
-  Swab

· Cork Grease

· Reed Guard that holds 4 reeds

· 4 PLAYABLE reeds (no chips, cracks, or MOLD!)
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Trumpet
-  Valve Oil

· Tuning Slide Grease

· Snake (bore brush)
[image: image5.wmf]      Trombone  -  Slide Cream and water bottle

· Tuning Slide Grease

· Snake (bore brush)
[image: image6.wmf]         Percussion  -  Drum Sticks

· Bell Mallets

· Drum Key

· Stick Bag
Band Policy
In order to help band members and parents understand their areas of responsibility, following are four general goals for which each band member should continually strive. Becoming familiar with these responsibilities will help band members make the most of their band experience.

1. Communicate your needs and intentions with the band director.
2. Attend all rehearsals and performances.

3. Respect property and each other.

4. Execute rehearsal procedures.

Grading Policy
Each student will have a hanging file folder in which to keep all playing tests, handouts, worksheets, and any other items that reflect on his or her grade and performance in band class (progress reports, etc.). This file folder will stay in the band room. Each student will also have a band folder to hold all music received during the year. Progress reports will go home 4.5 weeks into the marking period, report cards at the end of each 9 weeks. Grades will be calculated according to the following criteria:
1. Tests (25%) – Includes all written and playing tests.

2. Class Participation (40%) – Includes WORTHWHILE participation in all band activities and any unexcused class absences. This grade is based on the following criteria:

a. Having the proper equipment for class (instrument, music, reeds).

b. Having a positive, cooperative attitude during class.

c. Following classroom rules and regulations.

d. Promptness to class.

3. Homework/Classwork (10%) – This includes any written work and music to be turned in. Keeping up with sheet music and turning it in is a grade. This is a responsibility as well as a copyright issue.

4. Concert Attendance (25%) – Includes attendance at all required band performances. A list of required performances is included with this handbook, or you can find them on the website at www.nobleband.com. 

Discipline Policy
Good discipline in the classroom is a must in order to have effective rehearsals. If students are not playing their instruments, they are not being productive and learning. In order to maintain good classroom control, the following steps will be taken when a student displays improper behavior:

1. First Offense -
The student receives a verbal warning, then a written warning (Step 1 on step plan).
2. Second Offense - 
The student receives a consequence appropriate to the behavior, such as detention, parent contact, or a written assignment (Step 2 on step plan).

3. Third Offense - 
The parent/guardian will be contacted (Step 3 on step plan).

4. Fourth Offense -
The student will be sent to the office with a conduct referral (Step 4 on step plan).

Students that exhibit exemplary behavior and go above and beyond the call of duty may earn “Good Time Tickets” that may be turned in for various rewards.

Attendance Policy
Attendance and participation are vital to the success of the band program. If one child is absent, it affects the entire band. Band members are required to attend ALL scheduled rehearsals and performances – EVEN THOSE THAT OCCUR AFTER SCHOOL HOURS. Unexcused absences will not be tolerated, and will be handled as follows:

· Class or Rehearsal – Implementation of the school attendance policy.

· Performance – 25% of the final grade comes from concert attendance.  Concerts are the equivalent to a final exam, and full attendance is expected. Students with an excused absence will have the opportunity to complete an alternate assignment for full credit; unexcused absences may receive up to half credit. If the assignment is not completed and submitted within 2 weeks of the absence, the student will receive a “0” (zero). All absences, with the exception of last minute emergency or illness, MUST be excused by the band director BEFORE the concert. Contact regarding an absence must be initiated by the parent in a timely manner. Two unexcused absences will result in loss of performance and field trip privileges and consideration for dismissal from the band program.

Concert Attire
Students wear the Noble Band Uniform for all formal concerts. The uniform consists of the following:
· Noble Band Shirt – these will be available from Mrs. Knauf for $20

· Solid Black pants (NO JEANS, capris, gouchos, etc.)

· Solid Black shoes and socks/hose

Please make every effort to provide these items for your child in time for the first formal concert in December. If you purchase any items from Mrs. Knauf, please make checks payable to “Noble M.S. Bands”.

Classroom Procedures
1. Every band member should have a pencil, instrument, music, and proper equipment in every class.
2. Chewing gum, food, and drinks are not allowed in the band room or rehearsal area. This is not good for the instruments and can be a safety issue.

3. Students should look for the day’s agenda on the screen.

4. Take care of instrument maintenance BEFORE class starts.
5. Students should quietly assemble their instruments and take a seat immediately after entering the band room. Fighting, shouting, or horseplay will not be tolerated. Do not play before class starts; we warm up together.

6. All talking should end when the band director steps up to the podium.

7. Posture is very important in band. Students should avoid crossed legs and slumping in chairs.

Performance Procedures
· Students should always be in the right place at the right time for warm up and roll check.

· Students should arrive at the performance in uniform, shirts tucked in.
· All students are to bring their music (in performance order) to a concert – don’t rely on your stand partner to bring it for you!

· Any instrument maintenance or supplies should be taken care of prior to warm up time.

· Students are expected to remain for the entire concert. No one should leave unless there is an emergency. Doing so is rude and inconsiderate of the last band performing – after all, they had to listen to YOU play!

· Students will behave in an orderly manner. This is a formal concert, not a ball game. Talking or horseplay will not be tolerated, especially because it is distracting to the performing group and the conductor!

· Chewing gum, candy, food, drinks, and cell phones are not permitted during performances.

Band Trips/Fundraising
1. All band members are to travel together to and from our destination. Students should be in assigned places at assigned times.

2. Before any student boards any bus, a signed permission slip and the student information sheet must be on file with the band director.

3. The band director reserves the right to deny any student admission to any field trip due to improper behavior or poor grades. My philosophy is: if the student is not doing what they should be doing while at school, I am not inclined to believe that the student will do what they should be doing while away from school. Parents may be asked to chaperone field trips in order for their child to attend, if it is deemed that their child needs that level of supervision.

4. For trips that require payment, deposits will be nonrefundable. Charter buses have to be paid for, regardless of how many people are on them. For optional trips, such as the spring arts trip to Busch Gardens, please make sure you are able to attend before reserving your seat with a deposit. Once tickets have been ordered, that money is also nonrefundable. Seats may be sold to students on a waiting list if needed.
5. Students will have the opportunity to raise money to offset any costs incurred during the school year through a fundraiser in the fall and/or spring semester. 
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Band Events 2011-2012
	Date
	Event
	Who?
	Required?

	Aug. 31
6:30 pm
	Rental Night
Noble MS Cafeteria
	6th Grade Students
	No, but highly recommended

	Sept. 7
	6th Graders must have instruments
	6th Grade Students
	Yes, by county policy

	TBA
	8th Grade Band Night

Laney HS
	8th Grade Students
	Yes

	TBA
	Fall Fundraiser
	All Band Students
	No, but highly recommended to help offset costs

	Oct. 13

6:30 pm
	6th Grade Band “Informance”
	6th Grade Students and at least one adult 
	Yes

	Oct. 14
	Spring Trip Deposit due
	7th/8th Grade Students
	Only for those attending

	Oct. 18


	NHC Marching Band Showcase

Hoggard HS Stadium
	8th Grade Students

6th and 7th Grade are welcome to attend
	Yes

	Oct. 21
	All 1st 9 weeks work due
	All Band Students
	Yes

	Dec. 15

7:00 pm
	Winter Concert
	All Band Students
	Yes

	Jan. 7
	All-District Auditions

Greenville, NC
	Intermediate Level Students
	No

	Jan. 13
	2nd payment for Spring Trip due
	Students attending
	Only for those attending

	Jan. 13
	All 2nd 9 weeks work due
	All Band Students
	Yes

	Feb. 2-4
	All-District Clinic and Concert
	Students who made All-District
	Yes, of those who made the All-District Band

	Mar. 1

3:30-6:00 pm
	“MIOSM Perform-A-Thon” Music Dept. Fundraiser and Party
	All Band Students
	Highly recommended, especially to help offset costs 

	Mar. 2
	Spring Trip balance due
	Students attending
	Only for those attending

	Mar. 7-9
	Eastern District MPA
	7th and 8th Grade Band
	Yes, but it will only be ONE of the days listed

	Mar. 22
	All 3rd 9 weeks work due
	All Band Students
	Yes

	Mar. 26-27
	All-County Clinic and Concert
	Students who made All-County Band
	Yes, of those who made All-County Band

	Apr. 13

	Spring Arts Trip
	Open to 7th and 8th graders
	No

	May 17

7:00 pm
	Spring Concert (date subject to change depending on EOGs)
	All Band Students
	Yes

	May 31
	All 4th 9 weeks work due
	All Band Students
	Yes

	May 31

6:00 pm
	8th Grade Band Banquet
	8th Grade Band
	No


Information Sheet

The Student Information Sheet and Band Contract (on back) should be filled out and returned to the band director the following school day.
Student Name 




Home Phone




Home Address 













(Street)



(City)


(Zip Code)

Parents/Guardians 




Work Ph. 











Cell Ph.   











Work Ph. 











Cell Ph.   




Emergency Contact 



Phone
     




If you and/or your child have an e-mail address, please list them below:

 Student 




  Guardian 





Please put the ENTIRE e-mail address, NOT just the screen name.
Do you prefer to be contacted by phone or e-mail? 





Please list any medical conditions (asthma, allergies, etc.) that the band director should be aware of and any medications that the student is taking:


 I would like to volunteer for the band program. If my services are needed:


 Please contact me by e-mail:








 Please contact me by phone:






	(Please fill out the information you know)

Instrument                                      Brand                                 Serial #                    
School-owned Instrument                              Personal (rented) Instrument

Teachers: Language Arts:                                                            Room:

                Math:                                                                            Room:                 
                Science:                                                                       Room:

                Social Studies:                                                             Room:

                Physical Education:                                                     Room:            

                                                                                        


Band Contract
Dear Parents:

I hope that you have read the band handbook very carefully. It is important that you and your child understand all of the policies and procedures of the Noble Band Program. Without the involvement and support of the parents, the band program could not continue to grow. Below you will find a Contract, to be signed by yourself and your child, stating that you understand all policies and responsibilities, and that you agree to these in order to be contributing members of the Band Program. If you have any questions or concerns about this handbook, feel free to contact me at school at 350-2112, ext. 228. You may also e-mail me at patricia.knauf@nhcs.net and I will reply as soon as possible.

Student Name



 Parent Name





We have thoroughly read the Band Handbook. We understand all policies and responsibilities as explained and agree to uphold the standards of the Noble Band Program, including (please initial each below):
        /
       Respectfully communicating your needs with the band director.
        /         Providing solid black pants and solid black shoes for the uniform.

        /         Attending all band performances and staying for the entire concert   (usually no longer than an hour if all 3 grade levels perform).

        /         Practicing regularly (homework!) as preparation for upcoming rehearsals, tests, and performances. Each individual is expected to contribute to the overall sound of the group by practicing his/her part and playing it well.
        /         Having necessary equipment every day for class.
Signed 













Student signature



Parent signature
Check out the band website at www.nobleband.com
1

